





MERCATOR: 


Numb. 3'5 j 


7 OR, 


Conunerce 


Retriehed, 


BEING 
CoNsIDERATIONS On the State of the Briti/h Trade, &e, 





From Saturday, December 5. to Cuefvap, December 8. 1713. 





The Notion of the French Influence on the Spanifh Trade enquired into, and proved frivolous. 
No Nation can take off the Produce of Spain but the Englith. 


The Englifh therefore will always have the preference in Matters of Trade in Spain. 


An Example in the Cafe of Exportation of Bullion. 


The reafon of publifhing formerly the Account of Bullion Exported to Holland. 
The like Security in the keeping all Nations from the Spanifh Weft-Indies. 


No juft Ground to fear that the Spaniards will ever 


their part of America. 


permit the French, or any elfe, to get a Footing in 





HE prefent Subject of the MERCATOR 
is the Difcourfe of the Influence which 
France will have upon Spain, to the preju- 
dice of the Britifh Commerce. 

This has becn determined, in the lat MERCATOR, 
to mean, the Spaniards giving unjuft Preferences in 
Trade to the French Merchants or Merchandizes, in pre- 
judice of the Britith Trade. 

Thefe unjuft Preferences muft confift either in Prohi- 
bitions or Im pofitions, laid on One, more than the Other. 

1. The Probibitions : Ali the Prohibitions praétifed in 
Spain, which regard this part, are included in thefe 
Two, Prohibiting the Exportation of Bullion, and Pro- 
hibiting the Trade to the Spanifh Weft- Indies. 

1. The Trade to the Spanifh We/i-Indies : It is not only 
the Intereft of Spain to’ preferve this, but it would be 
tke entire Ruine of their Country not to do it ; and 
therefore, as in our lat, the Spaniards muft be fome- 
thing more than Mad, if they ever admit the French, or 
any one elfe, to break in upon them there ; but this is 
rot all, it is alfo an Article of the Peace, expreily flipu- 
lated between Britain and France, that it fhall not be, 
cciv.) That the Trade to New-Spain fhall be carried on 
ypon the fame foot as in the Time of King Charles Il. 
Vide the Treaty : But of this again prefently. | 

2. As to the Probibition of Fxpcrting Bullion: \t is a 
known Gafe; that it is exprefly Prohibited in Spain on 
the fevereft Penalties, and that to all Nations Indefi- 
nitely, and ever has been fo: And yet that the Execution 
of that Prohibition is Univerfally omitted; and alfo 
that if it were not fo omitted, the Spaniards could not 
carry on their Trade. This fhall be a little explained, 
as follows: 

The Growth and Produce, as well of Old Spain, as 
of the Spanifh Weft-Indics, is fo fmall, compared to 
the Quantities of Goods which they buy from all the 
other Nations of Europe, that it is fuppofed the Bal- 
lance runs againft Spaiti five parts in Six, fo that they pay 
five Sixths of their whole Importation in Silver ; which, 
hdéiwever -it—would. Kuine the’ richeft Nation in the 
World, isno Lofs- to them, becaufe that Silver, like 


our Lead, is a Manufaéture of their Country, and the ° 


Produce of their Land. But that by the way. 
As to the Growth and Produce of Old: Spain, afore 


faid, there is no Nation in the World to whom the °. 


Spaniards can difpofe of any confiderable Quantity of 


‘it, but to Britain and Ireland: This was the Reafon 


why, in the lat MERCATOR, it was taid, That 
unlefs the Spaniards let their Silver go abroad, they muft 
Trade very little with any Nation but England, becaufe 


none but England takes off the Growth of Spain. 


Again, 

And let Parties influence us to fay and fuppofe what 
we will of the French managing the Spiittintds in Trade ; 
as long as the Spaniards have any Eyes in their Heads, 
and any Senfes Ictt, they will be for ever dependent 
upon England for Commerce, and the Englifh will have 


the greateft Influence on the Spanifh Trade of "y Na-— 


tion inthe World; nor would it be otherwife, if they. 
were to have a French King fet on their Throne 
every Change: They might be French in Politicks and 
Matters of State, but they would be Spaniards always in 
Matters of Trade. . 

Until the French King can find out a way to have 
the Produce of Spain Confiim‘d in France, he will ne- 
ver be able to get the Spaniards to make Preferences 
and Differences in Trade, to the preindice of England. 

Let us examine the Produce of Spain which they Ex- 
port, and which confifts of a very few Heads, all being 
the Growth of their Country, for Manufactures they 
have none. . 
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Ree The Wines. Ve is hoped, the greateft Oppofers in 
Miele Cafes, will not aliedge, That the French can be 


spacern’d to take them off: The only Wine they can 


A aS) ke ufe of from the Spaniard, is Canary, which, for 


of Spanith Wine, and \We to fuch an exccflive Quan- 
tirv, thar England alone, without cither Britain or 
Freland, ufually took of 7 or 8 Thoufand Ton of Spa- 
mith Wines a Year, before the War with France, and 
we take about 9 Thoufand Ton a Year now. 

let any one judge what the Spaniards would do 
with all thefe Wines, if the Britth Nation did not 
take them. 

The next Article is their Fruit ; and this is the very 
fame thing. The French ufe very little ; what they do 
make ufe of is in the North parts of France, and 
thofe they bay of the Britith Nation; for in the South 
and Weft of France, they have them of their own, in 
as great plenty as the Spaniards themfelves. 

The Ov! is fiill the fame, the French buy from us 
for their Manufactures in the Pays Conguis; and for 
the reft, they have itin Languedoc, Provence, Guienne 
and Gafcogne, fufficient to fupply all the reft of France. 

Wool! and Iron the French always had in Common 
with the reit of Europe from the Spaniards, but the 
Quantity of neither was equal to what the Englifh took ; 
nor is the Quantity of Wooll they take from Spain 
any thing confiderable, compared to what the Englith 
take, notwithftanding all he has been faid of their 
making fine Broad-Cloths as good as the Engliih; of 
which more fhall be faid hereafter. 

Upon the whole, it is clear, let the French attempt 
what they wili for the bringing Spain intro their Ma- 
nagement, rill they can take off the Produce of the 
Country of Spain, they will never be able to Govern 
the Spaniards in Matters of Trade; and fo much may 
ferve for thar Head. 

Only it may be neceffary to mention one thing about 
the Prohibition of Exporting Bullion from Spain, 
which has lately occurr'd in Spain, and which may ferve 
to Convince thofe People, who will be Convinced b 
reafonable things, that the French Influence they foeak 
of is not like to have fuch Effects in Spain as has been 

faid. The Cafe ts this : 

Upon the opening the Trade with Spain, fince 
the Peace and the Confluence of Merchants to Cadiz, 
Port St. Mary, and other Places, as ufual, the Officers, 
according to their. old Laws, began to execute their 
Power for flopping the Exportation of their Bullion. 

The French Merchants, who, during the War, had 
perhaps affumed a greater Liberty in Spain than formerly, 
happen to be touch’d with this new Method, and they 
clam an Exemption; upon which, Application was 
made to the Corregidore or Judge for fuch Cafes on 
the place ; and obtaining no Relief from him, they ap- 
plied higher, tothe Chamber of Sevil, and after to the 
King ; but could not obtain any relaxing or abatement, 
in favour of their Nation in the leaft. 

It is trae, that notwithftanding thofe Laws, the Silver 
is brought away by the French, and by the Englifh nnch 
more, as may appear by the exceeding Cuantities of 
Bullion now in ‘fown, which has ot late been fo much 
Cheaper in England than in Holland, that occafions rhe 
daily Export of it to Holland, infomuch, as per 21 R- 
CATOR, No. 8. and 82. appears above 179520 Ounces 
of Silver bas been fent to Holland inQne Mouth, which, 
as was faid in the MERCATOR, was not pub 
lifhed to make any RefleStion, either Pes fonal or Natio- 
nal, but as a Teftimony of the Greatnefs of our Trade 
to Spain, above all other Nations, and of the Continu- 
ance of that Trade, notwithftanding all our Notions of 
the French being able to fupply Spain with Woollen 
ManufaStures; of which more thall be faid in its place. 

The prefent Obfervation, refpects the Spaniares keep- 
ing up to the Execution of their Prohibitions, without 


any tefpe% to the French Influence, of which this 
about the Bulllion is a remarkable Example. 

The next thing is the Prohibition of the Spaniards 
as to their Trade to the Wedft-Indies, of which fome- 
thing was faid before: This is fo Univerfal, and alfo 
is fo Effential to the prefervation of their own Com- 
merce, that it leaves no room for any People fo much 
as to fufpect that they will allow the French, or any 
other Nation, the Icaft Footing there ; nor do we hear 
any Body mention it as probable, when it appéars inore 
may be faid. 

Indeed, had the French referved the Affiento, or had 
the French obtained the Privilege of the Two Ships, or 


1200]. Ton of Shipping granted to the Englifh, there 


wanted not thofe among us who would have made loud 
Suggeftions, that under the Colour of thofe Two Grants, 
the French would have kept their Footing, and Cheated 
Europe of the Spanith Trade. But thofe things are now 
out of the Queftion. 

Nor do we hear any more of the Spaniards taking in 
the French into a Partnerfhip in that Trade, as was wildly 
and falfly fuggefted ; all thefe things, as they were raifed 
to amufe the People, fo they die in the Conception, as 
meer Abortions, which have no Foundation of Trath 
of Fact to fupport them, and they muft know very little 
of the Spaniards, who could ever believe them. 

The Matter of Impofitions fhall be confidered in the 
next MERCATOR. 





—— 


From the Custrom-Houwse. 


Kxported to France ia two Days, 
December 1. and 2. 


4. Spanifh Cloths 
19 Fodder 6 C. Lead 
600 Firkins Butter 
70 qr. Oats 
70 qr. Barley 
250 qr. Beans 
8 C. Glue 
51000 Lanthorn Leaves 
14478 1. Pepper 
9981}. Shellack 
9 Ton Logwond 
8 Ton Fuftick 
37 C. Rice 
42C. Raifins 
3 C. Corrants 
*81C. Rice 
*75 C. Raifins 
* 230C. Brown Sugar 
* 3500 Horn Plates 
* 2C. Wrought Iron 


Befides feveral odd Things. 








Errata in the Mercator, No. 81. 
Col. 1. Line 15. dele they began. Col. 2. Jeult. for 
publifhes read publifir. 


Errata in the Mercator, Vo. 82. 

Col. 1. Line 9. for Nations read Nation. Col. 4. |. 2. 
for 37 Frg'ifh Merchant-Ships, r. 17 Englifh large Mer- 
chant-Shipts \bid. 1.16. for will know x. well know. Ibid. 
1. 48. after Mofelle r. Ge. 
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AUF ERTISEMEN TI. 
BOOKS priated for John Morphew, near Stationers Hall. 


*.* The Four Volumes of Memoirs from the New 
Atalantis, in §*, Four Parts, andan Appendix, of JOHN BULL, 
publifli’d by the Author of the faid New Atalantis. The Conduct 
ot the Allies, the 7rh Edition. Remarks on the Barrier-Treaty, 
the 2d Edition, by the Author of the Condua of the Allies, The 
Examiners for the Year 1710-11, in one Vol. in 129. Memoirs 
of Count Tariff, by which the whole Secret Hiftory of the Retu- 
fing the Late Treaty of Commerce is laid open, &c. TheImpor- 
tance of the Guardian confider’d, in a Secnd Letter to the Bailiff 
of Stockhridge: By a Friend to Mr Stele. Part of the 7th 
Epittie of the Firft Rook of Horace imitated, and Addrefs’d toa 
Novle Pecr ; the 2d Edition. 





LONDON: Printed for Bsen:. Tooxe, at the Temple-Gate ; and 
Joun Barser, On Lambeth-Hill. (Price 3 Half-pence. ) 























